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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text28: There has been no new campus construction in the past three years. The on-going renovation, however, of our Campus Activity Center is expected to qualify for LEED Gold and finish in August of this year. Evergreen is a pioneer in LEED certification. Our Seminar II building was one of the first public buildings in the state and nation to achieve LEED Gold Certification. Planning and construction for this building began in 2002.
	Text29: 0
	Text30: This question is almost not applicable to Evergreen as we water very little by design; natural, non-irrigated vegetation and forest covers over 80% of campus grounds. Buildings and parking lots account for nearly 19%. The remaining irrigated landscaping (less than 1% of the total campus) is watered 4 to 6 weeks out of the year when it isn't raining.All campus water is sourced from the City of Olympia and discharged to our regional (serving three cities and the county) waste water treatment facility. This facility aggressively reclaims water for irrigation purposes, but does not yet have the distribution infrastructure available on our side of the county.
	Text31: 100
	Text32: All internal fixtures are energy-efficient fixtures or use energy efficient bulbs. Exterior lighting is controlled for demand-time activation.
	Text33: 100
	Text34: All of our campus appliances have the highest Energy Star rating.
	Text35: Yes; including heat recovery from lab exhaust ventilation and steam system upgrades.
	Text36: 23
	Text37: 23% of food served in campus dining facilities winter quarter, 2010 was grown or raised within 100 miles. An independent student run food service center, the Flaming Eggplant, sources roughly 80 – 90% of their food from local and/or organic sources.
	Text38: 8
	Text39: Winter quarter, 2010 food served on campus was 8% certified organic. Evergreen's food service contract requires that at least 40% of food served across the year in the dining centers be sourced from local and/or organic suppliers.
	Text40: Yes, we source seafood from Monterey Bay Seafood Watch, except cod, which comes from Sysco.
	Text41: 50
	Text42: 
	Text43: Yes.
	Text44: Yes, though student-led efforts are actively discouraging the consumption of bottled water and encouraging the use of refillable bottles. Residence and dining, along with two other student groups, provide free or at-cost stainless water bottles to the campus community three or four times per year.
	Text45: Yes. Evergreen has approximately 1 acre under cultivation on campus. The food raised is served in the campus cafeteria and sold through a farm stand on campus and to the community through a CSA (community supported agriculture) plan. Any excess produce not purchased by the campus cafeteria, 'The Greenery', is donated to our local Food Bank and charities. Unusable produce is composted for reuse on the farm. The Organic Farm dedicates 1800 square feet of growing space to food grown for the cafeteria and is featured among our local organic growers during our Farm to Fork program in the Fall and Spring quarters. The Farm is a certified Salmon-Safe operation.We also have over 10 teaching gardens, edible gardens, and community gardens on campus that provide additional produce and education for our students and our community.
	Text46: The requirement to address questions of sustainability is among most students' academic experiences at Evergreen. The College follows an interdisciplinary pedagogy that does not define majors or core requirements. Social responsibility, environmental stewardship, and sustainable practices are explicitly defined in our mission and our expectations of Evergreen graduates. These values are integral to our academic programs, and are widely integrated as the cultural, and frequently the academic, basis of instruction. The multi-dimensional, interdisciplinary nature of our academic programs precludes narrowly defined course topics. Sustainability is a core value of our campus and academic culture. We also have multi-disciplinary program tracks in Environmental Studies, which includes programs in Sustainable agriculture, sustainable design, and others.
	Text47: Again, Evergreen's pedagogy does not call for standard classes that repeat from year to year. Technical emphases on campus include sustainable building design, sustainable urban planning, green chemistry, bacteriophage research (as a natural replacement for antibiotics), and bio-fuels.
	Text48: Yes. http://www.evergreen.edu/catalog/2009-10/areasofstudy#sustainabilitystudies
	Text49: Jean MacGregor, a leader of the Curriculum for the Bioregion which impacts higher education curriculum throughout the Northwest. Nalini Nadkarni; Forest ecologist and canopy researcherNational Science Board, Public Service Award, 2010Robert Hefner Endowed Lecture, Miami University , 2005 Pettigill Endowed Lectureship, University of Michigan , 2005Aldo Leopold Leadership Fellow, 2004Member, Committee for Public Understanding of Science and Understanding, AAASDistinguished Visiting Professor, University of Miami, 2003-2004John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship, 2001-02Association for Tropical Biology, President, 2001-02Board Member, The Nature Conservancy, 1998-2001
	Text50: The Washington Center for Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education is at Evergreen. This Center focuses on training and development for college level faculty. The Washington Center provides a curricular initiative called 'Curriculum for the Bioregion' which focuses on incorporating environmental and sustainability issues into general education college classes throughout the Northwest.
	Text51: Evergreen does not define core requirements across all programs. Environmental Stewardship is defined as a principle that qualifies the development of college programs and services: http://www.evergreen.edu/about/mission.htm
	Text52: 100
	Text53: The inter-disciplinary nature of our academic programs ensures overlap between departments, as well as coverage of environmental, social and ethical challenges and societal opportunities in most classes.
	Text54: Yes, our policy is currently in revision to include:Buy Green and Sustainable whenever practical and possible and include sustainability language in specifications.  Typical inserts for the specifications depending on the product are:   Energy Star and Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) ratings   Green Seal; EPEAT; Designs for the Environment; Green Clean Institute; Ecologo; Greenguard; Worker Rights Consortium, Forest Stewardship Certification, PowerSmart, Scientific Certification Systems, or other independent third party certification   100% post consumer; no chlorine paper for printers & copiers    Low VOC (volatile organic compounds)    Biodegradable    Durable, not single use or disposable    Upgradeable    Water efficient    Waste reduction    Trade-ins    Recyclable or safely disposed of    Compostable    Made from raw materials obtained in an environmentally sound, sustainable manner    Produced by companies with good environmental and social justice track records    Causes minimal environmental damage during normal use or maintenance    Made from rapidly renewable materials    Carcinogen-free    Heavy metal free (e.g., no lead, mercury, cadmium)    Responsible reclamation services    Reusable packaging    Recycled content, including EPA standards    Packing reduction    Responsible delivery and transportation process and plan    Reduced paper use via automated purchasing system; e-Procurement; electronic payment; and print management    Certification that sweat shop labor not be used (Worker Rights Consortium)     Fair living wages    Local vendors    Local food
	Text55: 100
	Text56: Yes.
	Text57: Yes. All computers are EPEAT-certified, with a preference to silver or gold.
	Text58: Yes. Purchases are consolidated into bulk shipments as much as possible.
	Text59: Our products are Energy Star rated or approved before purchase. Our computers are ordered with low power mode enabled and Dell Energy Management Suite is enabled.
	Text60: Yes. All students, staff, and faculty are provided with a free bus pass, and we have negotiated dedicated late night bus service with our local transit authority (10 PM on weekdays, Midnight and 2 PM on weekends).
	Text61: We have a student run bike shop, a commuter passport system for staff and faculty to provide limited monthly parking for bicycle commuters, extensive bike racks and lockers across campus, a bike share program for on-campus residents, freely accessible air pumps on campus, student bike events, free access to Recreation Center showers for commuters, and dedicated bike paths on the campus parkway.
	Text62: Yes. Dedicated carpool parking spaces, electrical vehicle charging stations, bus passes for students, staff, and faculty, a commuter passport program that offers limited no-charge parking and free rides home to bicycle or transit commuters (when needed), We have a dedicated student transportation coordinator position responsible for student education and engagement with alternative transportation.
	Text63: 40
	Text64: 60% use alternative forms including bus, bicycle, etc. Evergreen students include a substantial population of non-traditional, adult and/or working, students drawn from a large, predominantly rural region south and west of Puget Sound where mass-transit options are severely limited.
	Text65: 80
	Text66: Evergreen was originally designed as a commuter campus and located near to convenient inter-state highway access from south-western Washington and the geographically isolated Olympic Peninsula. The town of Olympia is approximately 7 miles from campus and, despite steady urban growth, mass transit and shared commuting linkages between the college and most residential areas remain limited.
	Text67: 57
	Text68: Approximately 57% of campus waste was recycled or composted in fiscal year 2008 - 09.
	Text69: Yes.
	Text70: Yes. All on campus conferences are now waste free, everything is compostable.
	Text71: Yes, we collect compost directly from the back kitchen for our organic farm. We also have compost receptacles available at all dining service locations and all dining service disposable containers, utensils, and paper products are compostable.
	Text72: Yes, The Evergreen State College is committed to zero waste by 2020 as specified in our 2007 Updated Strategic Plan and in our Campus Master Plan.
	Text73: Yes. Each spring, when students move out of their dorms they leave perfectly reusable items behind. Historically, these items would be destined for the landfill. That changed in 2004 with the creation of a sustainable “check-out.” The PODs Project (as it is now called) recovered enough clothing to fill 35 industrial-size laundry machines, 100 pounds of nonperishable food, 200 pounds of cleaning and hygienic supplies and more than 40 pieces of furniture in the spring of 2008. These items were then delivered to about 10 nonprofit charitable groups in South Puget Sound including SafePlace (assistance for victims of domestic violence), Camp Quixote (homeless relief), Books for Prisoners, Thurston County Food Bank, Rosie’s Place (community youth services and advocacy), and Habitat for Humanity. In January 2008, the Free Store opened in the Evergreen Housing Community Center, where students can donate and find reusable items. Items often donated and available for free include clothing, books, CDs, kitchen utensils, shoes and many other items.
	Text74: Yes, in our updated strategic plan: http://www.evergreen.edu/president/docs/strategicplanup07.pdfPage 14 of 17.
	Text75: We have a half-time sustainability coordinator in the Office of the President. We also have sustainability internship (student) positions in Residence and Dining, Parking Services, and with our food service contractor, Aramark.We also have a sustainability council, five sustainability work groups, and other sustainability committees.
	Text76: We set a goal of Carbon Neutrality by 2020 in our 2007 strategic plan update. We finished our climate action plan in September, 2009, and have begun implementation.Our plan includes strategies for on-site renewable energy generation for heat and electricity, as well as extensive energy conservation measures. We also include training and education plans to support fundamental changes in lifestyles and organizational practices throughout the college.
	Text77: Yes, we have audits dating back to 2005 and have continued the annual audit process.
	Text78: We are about 36% below our baseline FY 2005 emissions, as a result of student funded renewable energy credits and energy conservation measures.
	Text79: Yes, foundation reports and details are available on line, http://give.evergreen.edu/foundation.html. We also have an explanation of our endowment fund management practice available at http://www.evergreen.edu/sustainability/docs/College%20Investments.pdf.The Evergreen Foundation investments are a part of the college pooled and endowment investment funds managed by the University of Washington. According to the Sustainable Endowments Institute’s 2010 College Sustainability Report Card, the University of Washington is an 'Endowment Sustainability Leader'.UW makes a list of endowment holdings and its shareholder voting record available to the campus community and the public upon request, as per open records law. Since The Evergreen Foundation invests their funds in the UW’s Consolidated Endowment Fund, we are assured that our investments are meeting quality social and environmental standards.
	Text80: As per above, our investments are handled through the University of Washington's processes. The UW investment office will meet with parties interested in the investment program to provide additional context and research support.
	Text81: As per above, University of Washington is currently invested in renewable energy funds and energy-conscious real estate funds. Investment practices follow policies stating that due consideration will be given to the degree of corporate responsibility exercised by the companies in which investments are made.
	Text82: We have students engaged throughout the region with community organizations, non-profits, local governments, and state agencies to make a positive difference. One undergraduate student completed a climate action plan last summer for our regional transit authority and was recently hired by the county to do the same for them. Both of our student transportation coordinators in the past two years have worked closely with the transit authority to maximize ridership and route scheduling between Olympia and the college. We also have a very innovative Sustainable Prisons project through which students and faculty provide training and program development for the Washington Department of Corrections and inmates.
	Text83: Our students have participated in RecycleMania for the past two years. We also have a few large community events put on by student groups each year, including the Rachel Carson forum organized by our Master of Environmental Studies students, the Clean Energy Fair organized by the student committee to administer the clean energy fund, and Synergy which draws together multiple campus and community organizations to study and highlight sustainability.
	Text84: Roughly 70%, about 700 acres, of campus lands have been set aside for maintenance as undeveloped forest.
	Text85: Yes."This policy is undertaken in the context of TESC's identity as a learning community with a commitment to the ideals of innovation and to the Social Contract. In the service of those ideals, and with a recognition that much remains to be learned about air quality issues, community members are expected to participate, with respect and civility, in informing, teaching and learning from one another with regard to this policy."Selection of products for use on campus should be consistent with the goal of this policy which is to reduce or limit exposure to air contaminants. Product selection should take into consideration factors such as effectiveness of alternatives, application process, location of use, extent of exposure, and cost."TESC supports the concept of a fragrance-, and pollutant-free environment on its properties and in its programs. The college seeks to maintain the best possible air quality attainable within fiscal, legal and regulatory constraints. In pursuit of that goal, these procedures will be implemented."
	Text86: Far too many to list. We have hands-on sustainable agriculture classes based on the Organic Farm as well as multiple forest, botanical, and environmental studies classes that use our 700 acres of forest as a classroom. We also have over 10 teaching gardens on campus, over 3,000 feet of waterfront on Puget Sound, and convenient access to county, state, and national parks on the Olympic Peninsula, all of which are used as classrooms or for college events.
	Text87: Began extensive renovation of our Campus Activities Building with LEED Gold certification intent.Replaced small culvert on a campus stream with a wide, salmon-friendly culvert to allow for spawning.Added electric vehicle charging stations in student parking areas.Installed an edible forest garden near student housing center.Began feasibility study for on-campus bio-mass gasification plant to replace natural gas combustion.Completed suite of energy conservation projects expected to save 500 tons of carbon annually.Replaced street lights at campus entry with LED's.All disposable items including cups, plates, utensils, straws, napkins, and lids used in food service locations on campus are compostable.Replaced disposable carry out containers with reusable containers in main dining center.Implemented tray-less dining practices to reduce consumer food waste.Began sustainability training for student residence hall RA's and incoming undergraduate and graduate students.
	Text88: An informal faculty planning group has formed to focus classes on social equity and justice issues in sustainable communities.A sustainable design academic program is currently designing and planning a new sustainable agriculture classroom and lab building for our Organic Farm. Students have spent two quarters, to date, studying and designing a building specific to our environment and needs. This building is intended to meet LEED Silver certification, at minimum, when completed.The student Clean Energy fee ($1 per credit per quarter) funds purchase of renewable energy credits (REC's) for 100% of the college's purchased electricity. The remainder of this fund provides grants to fund student initiated resource conservation projects around campus. Recent projects include green chemistry research into bio-degradable polymers, a bike share program for the student residence halls, an electric vehicle for residence and dining maintenance staff, a sustainability fellowship, student bio-diesel production, and a multitude of educational films, speakers, and events across campus.


